City of Charleston under approaching storm, seen from the
ocean, through harbor entrance

Charleston Harbor, South Carolina

The city of Charleston is built on a peninsula, much of which was wetland, formed at the junction of two
rivers. The land is subsiding, largely due to the removal of groundwater, and the water in the harbor is rising:
12 inches in the last 100 years, a rate that is predicted to increase exponentially. Already, residents must
look at the tide tables to plan their daily schedules.
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Coastal wetlands

Santee Coastal Reserve, South Carolina

These wetland colors never cease to amaze me in every season, under every kind of light.
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Moming beachgoers

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, USA

Recreation is a major attraction of coastlines, with its own infrastructure and pollution problems. Large hotels

and resort complexes are built, replacing the dunes and mangroves which protected the shore, pollution from

these populations fouls the water, poisons the ocean life, and promotes algae blooms. Roads and parking lots
are built replacing the impermeable earth with asphalt and concrete, and allowing toxic runoff.
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Combahee River wetlands, old rice fields

Nieuport Plantation, Yemassee, SC

Cedars and pines line the river in the ACE Basin
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St Helena Sound wetlands

St Helena Sound

These wetlands were flooded due to tremendous rains from Hurricane Joaquin. Wetlands provide a vital
buffer for storms, absorbing extreme rain events and cushioning the mainland from storm surges.
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Charleston peninsula showing confluence of three rivers: Ashley,
Cooper, and Wando

Charleston, 5C

| had often in my childhood seen illustrations of the two rivers forming the peninsula, but never saw it as a

photograph. from 3500 feet. Fortunately, we had several rare, clear days (in spite of the perpetual brown

haze in the sky). This shot required three attempts, the first two being not quite high enough to get the
sense of the rivers coming together.
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Sunset reflected in the Combahee River

Wiggins, South Carolina

From the mouth of the river looking upriver toward the Tubman Bridge. In the foreground is Field’s Point,
then Gunboat Island and Wimbee Creek on the left.
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