Qulck Tips for Giving Public Comments

N

You don’t have to be an expert to participate in local decision making by giving a public
comment at a local government meeting.
a. Stick to information you are most comfortable with.
b. Only use facts and figures that you can easily explain and provide sources for if
asked.
c. Keep the focus on how decisions will impact you, your family, and your
community.
Think about the main points you want to cover. It’s best to stick to 2 or 3 key points.
Write down what you plan to say and time yourself reading it out loud. Most local
government meetings have a time limit (typically 2-3 minutes) for public comments. You
don’t want to get cut off before you finish your comment!
Include a sentence near the beginning of your comment that might help local elected
officials understand your personal story, your role in your community, and your personal
connection to the topic at hand.
Arrive for the meeting a few minutes early. Many local government meetings require you
to sign up to give a public comment before the meeting begins.
Bring a copy of your written comments with you to the meeting. You don’t have to read
them word for word, but sometimes it’s helpful to have them on hand, and you certainly
can read them if it makes you feel more comfortable.



